The opening game of the 1939 European Basketball Championship (Eurobasket) tournament stands as a shining moment in Lithuanian history. The host Lithuanian team defeated its archrival and geographic neighbour, Latvia, 37-36. The game added to the animosity that had developed through basketball between the former Russian territories. English during the tournament was at the end of the Latvian game when his team trailed by one point. Lubin recalled shouting at his Lithuanian-American teammates to get him the ball so that he could score and win the game. They got him the ball and he scored the winning basket.
While this questionable use of players technically broke International Basketball Federation (FIBA) rules, Latvia had no supporting documents proving that the players were indeed American.
2 FIBA, a European-based organization, received no hard evidence eitherletters sent to the United States to verify birth records were in transit -and even the American players spoke Lithuanian. Lubin, a lifelong Californian, admitted that the only time he spoke English during the tournament was at the end of the Latvian game when his team trailed by one point. Lubin recalled shouting at his Lithuanian-American teammates to get him the ball so that he could score and win the game. They got him the ball and he scored the winning basket.
At 6'6", Lubin had height that few European teams at that time could match; and as an AAU All-American, he had agility and basketball skills that European teams had never before seen from a man of his size. 
Basketball's Missionary Origins and Americanization Dynamics
Originally invented in 1891 by an American social and religious organization, the game of basketball caught on right away. As a teacher at the Springfield (Massachusetts) YMCA College, Canadian-born James Naismith came up with a game that the school's unruly football players could enjoy indoors during the long, cold winter months. Historian Maarten Van Bottenburg argues that the specific contexts through which sports developed differed between countries, and this either fostered or resisted growth. Basketball is no exception to this theory. France, for example, sent physical educators to the U.S. to learn the game, but brought it back to a nation that was less than eager to embrace American culture.
Many Eastern European nations learned the game as a new wave of students returned from semesters at American universities. The social context through which basketball grew in Lithuania was unique; indeed, it differed from those of even the country's closest neighbours Russia, Latvia, and Estonia. In most nations, the YMCA helped shape the social contexts as it spent more time and energy disseminating basketball across the globe than any other organization in the early decades of the game's existence. Indeed, it is no coincidence that a YMCA instructor invented the game.
As a missionary organization, the YMCA aimed to spread Protestant Christianity across the world by giving young men physical activities in which they could participate that would keep them from succumbing to the 'devil's' distractions. Accordingly, the YMCA sent Springfield
College graduates out to the world armed with Bibles and sporting equipment, charging its missionaries with using sports to Christianize the masses. Basketball became a great export from this progressive social organization, as Springfield graduates eagerly spread the new basket game across the globe and into various social contexts. Departments asked about sporting interests, they were, of course, most interested in the 'Big Three.' Dyreson argues that the government discovered that the 'Big Three' generally suffered from a severe lack of interest abroad, inhibiting but certainly not destroying American attempts at cultural imperialism through sport. 18 In some ways, the United States followed Great Britain's lead in using sport as an assimilating agent for its colonies and dominions. Throughout the nineteenth century, the British sent its 'Big Three' -cricket, rugby, and Association football -to the far reaches of its global empire and beyond. The British used sport as one among many tools geared toward maintaining hegemony over their colonies through sport. As the West Indian historian C.L.R. James implies in his monograph, Beyond a Boundary, affection for the game of cricket made him, as a black
Trinidadian native, an Anglophile before he even knew what that meant. In that sense, sport had a profoundly powerful ability to shape culture. 19 American observers watched this British use of sport for imperial purposes with envy and wanted to see American sport influence culture as well. As an emerging world superpower, the US sought to flex its cultural muscles. Yet its empire was considerably smaller than that of the British and its imperial efforts emerged in a more modern era, characteristics that resisted the flow of American culture. The YMCA did all it could to spread American sports but it had more of a religious and social rather than political agenda. The YMCA sent missionaries to nations all throughout the world to use sports such as basketball to Christianize and Americanize the masses while the British used their educational systems and overseas trade links. British colonizers brought British sport to British colonies that had no modern sport to begin with, while the YMCA brought American sport under the auspices of religion to mostly non-American lands that had very little sport but plenty of religion already. Obviously, the United States could not simply mimic Great Britain.
Prolegomena to Lubin
The new Baltic Republics would prove an exception when it came to an appetite for the 
Basketball Becomes an Olympic Sport
As Lithuania struggled to field Olympic teams, the sport of basketball struggled to join The Lithuanian spectators at the Berlin Games took a liking to Lubin. Once the Olympic basketball tournament ended, the Lithuanians invited Lubin to visit his motherland.
The Berlin Olympics and the Lithuanian Sojourn of Frank Lubin
Accompanied by his parents, wife, sister-in-law, and his gold medal, Lubin accepted the offer and headed northeast. 39 In Lithuania, what started as a three-week tour for the Lubin cohort became a threemonth hiatus after Lubin's sister-in-law broke her leg during their travels. This bad luck for the 
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Sarunas Marciulionis, one of the students of Lubin's students, is now the head of all basketball in Lithuania -a powerful position. When asked why basketball is so important to his country, the former Golden State Warrior responded immediately in a tribute to Lubin and his peers by proclaiming, 'because of its history'. In 1988, another student of Lubin's students, 7'3" Lithuanian centre Arvydas Sabonis -then Europe's best big man -explained after being drafted by the Portland Trailblazers that he was interested in visiting Pranas Lubinas in Los Angeles. 66 The two men eventually met. In Sabonis' broken English and Lubin's rusty Lithuanian, they exchanged pleasantries. At this short meeting, the elder imparted one more bit of American basketball knowledge on to the Lithuanian people through the giant centre. Lubin explained that through basketball, 'you can become a millionaire' -a quotation that Sabonis, Marciulionis, and many other Lithuanians have since seen come to fruition. 67 
